
Unit 1: Collection 1

Beowulf and the Anglo Saxons
Fill in the letter of the best answer to each of the following items. 
(2 points each)


1.
Which of the following traits is a feature of the epic?


A)
A regular pattern of rhythm and rhyme


B)
An incredible plot involving large-scale events


C)
A happy ending to the story


D)
Characters, settings, or events that stand for abstract or moral concepts


2.
Which of the following characters is the best example of an epic hero?


A)
A rebellious soldier who seeks to overthrow a wise and popular general


B)
A knight who performs brave deeds to win the love of a lady


C)
A king whose excessive pride leads to his downfall


D)
A larger-than-life warrior with godlike qualities goes on a quest

3.
An archetype is—


A)
the repetition of the same or a similar consonant sound


B)
a puzzling question in need of a solution


C)
an element that appears in literature across cultures and times


D)
a character whose purpose is to set off another character


4.
When you paraphrase something you’ve read, you—


A)
draw conclusions based on evidence in the text


B)
put the material into your own words


C)
read between the lines to figure something out


D)
connect the material to something else you’ve read


5.
Alliteration is—


A)
the repetition of the same or a similar consonant sound


B)
a puzzling question in need of a solution


C)
an element that appears in literature across cultures and times


D)
a character whose purpose is to set off another character

6.
Beowulf, the main character of the epic Beowulf, is an archetype known as


A)
a legend                         C) a tragic hero

B)
an epic hero                   D) a romantic hero

7.
Restating part of a difficult text in your own words is called


A)
visualizing


B)
summarizing


C)
paraphrasing


D)
making inferences

8.
In literature, motifs are


A)
recurring elements


B)
phrases with inversions


C)
words with similar meanings


D)
a character’s motivations for an action

9.
What is a foil?

A)
An artificial or contrived device that appears at the end of a plot to resolve or untangle the complications


B)
A brief story that teaches a moral or a practical lesson about life


C)
A person, place, thing, or event that stands both for itself and for something beyond itself


D)
A character who sets off another character through strong contrast


10.
What is Beowulf’s explanation of why Brecca outswam him?


A)
He had to kill Grendel’s mother.


B)
He was not as strong a swimmer as Brecca.


C)
He had to fight several monsters before getting back to land.


D)
He was seriously wounded and had to swim more slowly than usual.


11.
Which excerpt contains an allusion to a figure from a religious text?

A)
“But longing wraps itself around him”


B)
“I was a warrior’s weapon, once. / Now striplings have woven silver wires, / And gold, around me.”


C)
“gathering all his force / he swooped like a soaring eagle / launching down from the dark clouds to earth / to snatch some helpless lamb or trembling hare”


D)
“He was spawned in that slime, / Conceived by a pair of those monsters born / Of Cain, murderous creatures banished / By God”

Use the following selection to answer questions 12-15.
	The Monster Grendel
1 


	
	     . . . A powerful monster, living down


	
	In the darkness, growled in pain, impatient


	
	As day after day the music rang


	
	Loud in that hall, the harp’s rejoicing


	5
	Call and the poet’s clear songs, sung


	
	Of the ancient beginnings of us all, recalling


	
	The Almighty making the earth, shaping


	
	These beautiful plains marked off by oceans, 


	
	Then proudly setting the sun and moon


	10
	To glow across the land and light it;


	
	The corners of the earth were made lovely with trees


	
	And leaves, made quick with life, with each


	
	Of the nations who now move on its face. And then


	
	As now warriors sang of their pleasure



12.
In the description of the “poet’s clear songs” (lines 4-13), what could a reader infer about Anglo-Saxon culture?

A)
They waged war against the Vikings.


B)
They worshipped the ancients as gods.


C)
They used stories set to music to tell about the past.


D)
They missed the Romans after they left in 49 A.D.
13. The “hall” referred to in line 4 is known as



A) Grendel’s lair



B) Grendel’s mother’s den



C) Higlac



D) Herot

14. In lines 4 and 5, the Anglo-Saxon term for the poet whose stories are told in song . . .



A)  Scop


B) Allusion



C) Griot

15. According to the selection from lines 1-14, the “monster” can best be characterized as 



A) eager to meet the warriors.



B) aggravated by the music and the celebrations in the hall.



C) glad to hear the songs sung in the hall 

16) The archetypal epic hero stand in relation to his or her community as the hero—



A) who, as a supreme individual, is indifferent to the fate of others.



B) who saves himself before he thinks of others



C) who is self-reliant but obedient, and defers to his people and leaders.



D) who is full of pride and grandiose goals of taking over other lands.

17) Why does Beowulf choose to fight the monster in the hall without any weapons?



A) He has lost his spears and shield.



B) The fight would be unfair if he used his sword, spear and shield.



C) He has heard that the monsters can’t be harmed by human weapons.



D) He has bragged that he will use his bare hands and wants to keep his word. 

18) Beowulf succeeds in the battle with the monster because—



A) the monster pulls off its own arm and shoulder trying to get away.



B) he overpowers the monster by yelling his name, “I am Beowulf.”



C) he chains the monster and slams it in the great door of the hall.

19) Beowulf comes to the Danes’ land to battle the monster because—



A) he wants to rule the Danes’ land.



B) he wants to fulfill his fate and gain fame.



C) he wants to bring gold home to his people.

20) Which of the following battles gives the best example of Beowulf traveling into the abyss?



A) He travels from Sweden to Denmark.



B) He stays the night in the hall even though the monster will probably attack.



C) He dives into the bloody lake to battle the monster’s mother.



D) He returns home to Sweden and rules the Geats for 50 years.

21) During Beowulf’s ultimate battle in the monster’s den, what saves his life?

A) His woven mail shirt

B) His helmet

C) His sword, Hrunting

D) His shield

22) What “treasure” does Beowulf return from the monster’s den holding?


A) a golden chalice                                        C) the head of the monster’s mother

B) the head of Grendel                                   D) the giant’s jeweled sword

23) A favorite form of witty, wordplay from the Anglo-Saxon Exeter Book—

A) sonnet                          C) riddle

B) lyric

                         D) limerick

24) A descriptive phrase used in place of a work—“the protector of his people” for Hrothgar or “God’s high arch” for the sky—


A) riddle                             C) flyting

B) kenning                          D) allusion

25) A reference to someone or something historical or famous—Grendel is described as “spawned in that slime/Conceived by a pair of those monsters born/Of Cain, murderous creatures banished/By god, punished forever for the crime/Of Abel’s death.” (lines 19-23)

A) riddle                             C) flyting

B) kenning                          D) allusion

26) An argument or verbal battle used to show off intellect during the Anglo-Saxon Period

A) riddle                             C) flyting

B) kenning                          D) allusion

27) The type of English developed during the Anglo-Saxon Period that was a combination of the Germanic languages, Norse, Latin and a bit of the Celt.

A) Old English                 B) Middle English                 C) Modern English
Extra Credit—The Dragon Episode

28) Why does the dragon begin to attack the Geats during Beowulf’s reign?


A) The dragon is Beowulf’s enchanted son and wants revenge.

B) One of the Geats stole some of the dragon’s treasure and angered it.

29) Which of Beowulf’s warriors helps him to kill the dragon though Beowulf is mortally wounded?


A) Wulfgar        B) Higlac         C) Wiglaf                  D) Hrothgar

30) What do the Geats create to immortalize Beowulf after his death?


A) a great mound at the harbor

B) a huge statue

C) a large stone inscribed with his name
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